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BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER:

does Peace Studies make a difference?
A Student-led Peace Studies Event

Friday, 1 October 2010, S8am-5pm @ Student Central Building, Bradford University




You are warmly invited to participate in ‘BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER: does Peace Studies make a difference?’ The first in a series of Student-Led Forums looking at Peace Studies in the Twenty-First Century which takes place on Friday October 1st 2010, at the Student Central Building from 9-5pm. 

Motivated by an enthusiasm to strengthen our intellectual community, the forum will be opened by the Vice Chancellor and aims to welcome new students to the department and to engage current students, staff and alumni in a lively day of discussion. The theme of the day is the IMPACT of Peace Studies, hence our working title ‘beyond the ivory tower’, and includes questions about how Peace Studies treads a line between activism and academia.

The forum is structured in three parts: the past, present and future of Peace Studies. As we are guided through the history of the department at the beginning of the day, we will see how our university’s commitment to make an impact on the wider community and “make knowledge work” was instrumental in Peace Studies being created in Bradford and not somewhere else.

As we move into the session on the present day Peace Studies Department a panel of staff will share with us their research and, together with individuals from communities and groups involved in the research, will reflect on the impact their Peace research has had. 

Moving into the final session on the future of Peace Studies, we hope to collate all the ideas from the day to create an agenda for Peace Studies that will translate in a series of seminars that we can hold during the rest of the year. ‘Beyond the Ivory Tower’ will culminate in a reflective second forum in May where we will launch a publication to document the views and contributions from both days.

THE BLOG: www.psforum.wordpress.com
Students in the Peace Studies Department at the University of Bradford would like to invite you to take a look at the brand new blog they have launched to discuss what Peace Studies means in the 21st century. 

Through this initiative we hope to engage everyone connected to Peace Studies in a greater understanding of what Peace Research means in the 21st century and to invigorate discussion into the values that underpin the methodology staff and students use to do their research. This blog is therefore an attempt at starting conversations and reflections on what it means to do Peace Research and at asking questions such as what the values of Peace Studies are, what methodologies we use, what impact we have, who the beneficiaries of our research are and finally what difference we can or indeed we do make in the world.

When we started having these conversations amongst ourselves, we often went back to the idea that Peace Studies as a discipline has historically needed to justify its own existence in the academic world and we wonder how much this influences the Peace Studies project which we believe is normative as well as academic. We seem to be under close scrutiny because we are neither International Relations nor Political Science but “a bit of both and more.” 

Another recurrent theme was the international dimension of the Peace Research community. By looking around in journals and discussing the matter with colleagues and professors, we soon realised that people in other departments and in other countries seem to be grappling with similar ideas. This community has porous borders. What we understand to be ‘peace research’ of course goes on in other disciplines and traditions too so we want this to be an opportunity to build better links with other researchers and to explore the collective dimension of the peace project. Therefore, we would like to invite you to take part in our online discussion by visiting our blog:  www.psforum.wordpress.com 

We would love to hear from as many different perspectives as possible. So please do comment on the blogposts, and, if you would like to contribute a blogpost topic, you can get in touch with us at 

peacestudiesforum@gmail.com. 

We hope this is of interest and look forward to hearing from you.

The Peace Studies Forum Team.

THE POSTER COMPETITION: 

As part of the forum ‘Beyond the Ivory Tower: Does Peace Studies Make a Difference?’ we would like to invite you to enter a poster competition on the theme ‘Action for Peace.’ 

If you are a student, academic or a practitioner, we would love to hear from you by giving you the opportunity to display, on a poster, work that has been motivated by peace. It can be anything from academic research that you have been directly involved in, to the work of a peace practitioner, historical figure, or activist group that you find inspirational. It could be paid or volunteer work you have been employed in, or activist engagement. 

The posters should be no bigger than A1 and we encourage you to use different visual materials (text, photos, pictures, quotes, diagrams, newspaper clippings etc.) Please include on your poster your:

· Name 

· Organisation 

· Connection to Peace Studies

They will be judged in two ways: 

1. The Forum team will use the following criteria to assess the poster (counting for 50% of the mark): 

· Clear

· Informative

· Visually appealing 

2. There will also be a popular vote (counting for the other 50% of the mark).

The prizes are in book tokens and are as follow: 1st prize £50, 2nd prize £30, 3rd prize £20. To submit your entry, deliver your poster to ICPS (Ashfield T1.1) by 12pm Wednesday 29th September unless otherwise arranged. If you need help with printing please let us know by Wednesday 15th September: peacestudiesforum@gmail.com 
We would like to use these posters for future events and exhibitions by the department. Please state when you submit your poster if you would prefer not to make your poster available for this purpose. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

The Peace Studies Forum Team.
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Peace Studies in the Twenty-First Century

Beyond the Ivory Tower: Does Peace Studies Make a Difference?

Free event at the University of Bradford, Friday 1 October 2010, 9am-5pm

REGISTRATION FORM

To email to peacestudiesforum@gmail.com
Or send to University of Bradford, Mel Rohse, Postgraduate Liaison Assistant, Department of Peace Studies, 
Beyond the Ivory Tower, BRADFORD, BD7 1DP

Personal details

Title:


Surname:




Forename:

Organisation/University:





Course/Year (year of graduation if alumni):

Address:







Postcode/Country:

Email:








Tel.:

What is your link to the Peace Studies Department?

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Extras

Will you be attending lunch (free of charge)?

( Yes


( No

Do you have any dietary requirements?

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Are you interested in helping out on the day? (note-takers, stewards, at the registration desk etc)

( Yes


( No

Do you have any access requirements?

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Would you like to participate in the poster competition? (please see attached information)

( Yes


( No

For your information: We will be heading to Tulsi (vegetarian Indian buffet) on Centenary Square after the conference and you are very welcome to join us. Indicative price: £12
Please let us know if you cannot attend the whole day.
BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER: DOES PEACE STUDIES MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

